TWO EXPECTANT FATHERS FACE THE ULTIMATE ON-RO

STARRING...

AND

DEXTER 8

(ASLEEP) 7

BABY

AD TRIAL




PHOTCOGRAPHY: ANNIE COLLINGE

«“We’ve tried out car seats

in store but doing it with
real baby is different

V 7 the baby kit, pushchairs
and car seots come out as 100 tays for the
boys. Fathers-to-be lave to compare braking
systems, susgension and hondling os thaugh
babies and qushchoirs nave more 1@ da with
Formula One than formula milk. And as for the
car seat, making sure it doesn’t clash with his
treasured uphalstery can og the number-ang
selling paint.

Bul for cll the lechnical checking that goes
inte chaasing these two most vital pleces of
kit, da dads aver really check that they knaw
haw to use them? Or will they be struggling
with the car seot in the hospital car park on
the day they bring their new baoy home?

To find out, we set two fathers-ta-be their
toughest challenge yet. Firsl we borrowed
ovaoy Dexler (with mum on hand far cudales),
then asked the dads 10 toke him aut of his
oushchoir, strap him salely and securely into
nis cor seat, fold the pushchair and put it in
the boot. Simple. Or was it?

Before we even start, the dads circle
Dexter's kit — a travel system with the car seat
still fixed in it — with apprehensian, like twvo
lions foced with an unknawn predator,

Then, far several minutes, they ry ta remove
the car seat. The handle is flipped t© and fro,
the coran clioped an and off, the pushchair
turned this wway and that... But still they are
stumped. Untii Tim spats a rather large red
nandle at the back of the car seat, with PULL
HERE written acress it in huge copital letters.
Bhl they bath say, somewhol sheepishly

ad

With o sister 15 yeors younger, Tim spent his
teenoge years gelting hands-on baby
expariznce. But he still eyes baoy Dexler
nervausly ‘It's ¢ long time since my sister
was litile,” he says. ‘And even thaugh my
wife Katherine and | hove tried car seats in
slore, daing it with o real boby is different.”
Despite the anxiety Tim lifts Dexter aut of
the pushchair as if he'd spent his life
cradling babies. However, as Tim tries to
put himin the car seat, Dexter’s botlem lip
woboles - and Tim lacks none tao happy
either, fumoling with the clip. But he holds
nis nerve, and Dexter is finally strapped in.

CAR-SEAT CAPERS

With o full-blewn yell threotening, getting
the car seat in the car is nerve-rocking. First
Tim ploces the car seat behind the driver’s
sect - until it's pointed out that this will stop
hirn moving his seal back, and he'llend up
driving with his knees around his eors.

Tim swsaps sides, but gets the seal ball in
© muddle. Where daes it go? Across the
seql, oraund the bock? Tim has to osk for
a demao. Then, with grim determination, he
clicks in the seat bel, and gets the straps in
the right ploce. Dexter is in safe and sound.

PACKING UP

Relieved the finol slage is baby-free, Tim
loaks quizzically at the twisting device on
the pushchair handle. He turns it this way
and thal, but nathing haogens. Then the
pushchair suddenly folds in o gentle swoan
- althaugh it is nat praperly fastened shut.

As Tim lifts the pushchoir up to the baot it
slowly unfolds. For several moments Tim
and pushchair grapple, until it's finclly
stowed. But he loaks at the boat in harror.
The pushchair takes ve most af the space.
We've been told the pushchairs we like will
fitin aur boat, bul | want ta check,” he says.
I hodnt planned an chenging my car!’

So - if overoll size hasn't been ¢ deciding
factor when pushcnoir shapping —what
hos? ‘Big, conl, off-raader wheels, ne
admits with o ruetul smile,

wwwmothercore.com 37




DADS CHALLENGE

“J’ve never even pushed a
pIu‘s,hchalr be oreP It’s all new”

ALVIN

Next is Alvin. With three weeks
until his baby’s due date, will
ne crove 1o be prepared?

He and his wife Anostosia
nave bought the car seat and
oushchair - A Bugcboag, e
says proudly, But Alvin odmils
his baby-experience is nil
‘U've never even pushed a
pushchair beforel It's all news’
Sc maybe it's time 1o fearm..

BATTLE STATIONS
Alvin's first tosk is to get Dexter
out af the pushchair and into
the cor secl. And the groblems
start almest immediately. As
Alvin maves him towards the
caor seat, Dexter arches his
oack furiously: You can see him
thinking, 'l am NOT going in
this thing ageinl” S Alvin has
to call on all his soothing skills,
plus alittle tummiy tickling, tc
get Dexter 10 bend graciously
and submit to being strapoed
in. I's a head-ta-head baottle,
and takes along lime, out ot
last Alvin succeeds - then hos
1o pause for several maments
to get his breath back,

Next step is getting the seat
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into the car. Dexter eyes Alvin
warily — he's not impressed.
Struggling o get the belt
round the seat, Alvin catches
it on oll the edges cnd has lo
yank it free. Luckily, just before
Dexter lets aut an enormous
vell, he's clicked in. And Alvin
starts 1o bregthe agein, His
refief, though, is short-lived. The
seal peltis toc lcose, so Alvin
has to spend even more time
pulling it tight 1o make sure
Dexleris safe. Heoding off
down the road like thot could
e dengerous.

PUSHCHAIR PANACHE

But with the car seat sorted,
Alvin is in his element. Mayoe
nis pushchair-buying research
nas poid off. With o twist and
o tlick, the pushcnair is foloed
and securely closed, then
slipped neally into the baot.
And he's nat perturbed aoaul
the amount of room it takes
up. ‘Our Bugcbaoo's reolly
neot,” he grins. ‘I've triad iLin
our car and it leaves loads

of reom.” S he did da his
homewark after all,
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For advice albout choosing and
using the right car sect, log on 1o
~ wwawmolhercare.com




